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Our vision
Through research, education, and practice, we’re working to address the chronic consequences  
of disease, including injuries and noncommunicable diseases across the lifespan in low- and 
middle-income countries (LMICs). ReLAB-HS provides us with a unique opportunity to bring 
together a multidisciplinary consortium of exceptional partners who will work collectively to 
develop holistic, systems-based solutions to expanding access to physical rehabilitation services. 

Our work
Since our inception in 2008 at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School  
of Public Health, we have played a leading role in addressing the  
growing burden of injury and disabilities, and expanding access to 
rehabilitation services around the world. Since 2010, JH-IIRU has been  
a World Health Organization Collaborating Center for Injuries, Violence, 
and Accident Prevention. 

We build on a strong history of cutting-edge research and innovation. 
Our uniquely diverse team - with cross-cutting expertise in public 
health, health systems, injury prevention and control, disability, 
rehabilitation, humanitarian health, systems science, implementation 
science, policy analysis, and health economics - conducts foundational 
and developmental research, intervention trials, economic analyses, 
surveillance studies, and applied research in order to continuously 
identify and respond to emerging needs in LMICs.

As a member of the Department of International Health’s Health 
System Program, we take a health systems approach in all of our 
work. Focusing on combining a strong public health approach, 
scientific principles, and examples of challenges and success from 
low- and middle-income, we emphasize the importance of instruction, 
education, and policy- and decision-making in an effort to address 
the global burden of injuries and disabilities, and expand access to 
rehabilitation services. 

We work extensively with the Center for Humanitarian Health to save 
lives and help address the many injury consequences of humanitarian 
emergencies and disasters. Our close collaborations with the Johns 
Hopkins Trauma Center and the Johns Hopkins Department of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation further seeks to promote  
trauma and rehabilitation systems development, as well as injury  
and disability prevention in low-resource settings. 

Our role in ReLAB-HS 
Led by Director Dr. Abdulgafoor M. Bachani—ReLAB-HS Program 
Director—our team comprises health systems researchers from 
a variety of disciplines with a focus on disability and rehabilitation 

research. We have extensive experience working in LMICs and 
providing leadership on these issues at global, national, and sub-
national level. 
 
Our strong and well-established local and regional linkages with 
stakeholders working in areas of  health systems strengthening, 
rehabilitation, and assistive technology (AT) will be leveraged to: (1) 
create sustainable rehabilitation and AT service delivery mechanisms 
for the involvement of all users and user groups; (2) generate data 
on rehabilitation and AT for data utilization and decision-making to 
strengthen relevant service delivery at all levels of health systems;  
(3) collaborate with stakeholders who have the power to make change 
in policy and practice at community, sub-national, national, and global 
levels to push for change.

We will utilize the experience on our team to develop and evaluate 
transformational approaches to rehabilitation service and AT delivery. 
Our policy analysis will lead to easily digestible reports, briefs, and 
data visualizations for a decision-making audience. Our qualitative 
research will capture the viewpoints of rehabilitation service users, 
providers, and other stakeholders to gain a deeper understanding 
of the situation and develop contextualized solutions that are locally 
appropriate, inclusive, effective, and ultimately sustainable.

We will lead efforts—in collaboration with all partners—to develop a 
policy simulation tool using agent-based systems modelling to assess 
different policy options and aid with decision-making. Our team will 
further ensure that the cross-cutting theme of gender equity and 
social inclusion (GESI) is centred in ReLAB-HS’s work. Embedded in  
all this work will be a strong capacity development approach that  
will guide the establishment of mentoring processes and communities 
of practice as well as the development of a new rehabilitation 
leadership academy with face-to-face and online classes.
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